Research Presentation 
Conservatives and radicals in political, philosophical and religious thought from 1825 to 1905: the Tsar, Orthodox Church, opposition parties and groups, conservatives, liberals, socialists and revolutionaries.

Different Ideologies:

The Tsar (Autocracy)
· Who ruled at the time (Alexander III until 1894, then Nicholas II).
· The political system of autocracy (absolute power of the Tsar).
· Russification policies (enforcing Russian culture & language).

2. The Orthodox Church
· Its role as a tool of the Tsar to maintain power.
· How religion shaped morality, family structure, and social hierarchy.
· Society was conservative, traditional, and resistant to change — reflected in Chekhov’s world.

3. Conservatives
These were groups who supported the Tsar and resisted reforms.
· Nobility and landowners
· Bureaucrats and government officials
· Ideology: “Preserve tradition, oppose change”
 
4. Liberals Not revolutionaries, they wanted gradual reforms, such as:
· A parliament (Duma)
· Civil rights
· End to censorship
Typical liberals:
· Educated middle class
· University students
· Writers, journalists, doctors
 
 
5. Socialists
Wanted economic equality and better conditions for peasants and workers.
· Populists (Narodniks) — believed in spreading socialism through peasants
· Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs)
· Peasants are the future
· Radical change is necessary

6. Revolutionaries
People willing to use violence or revolution to overthrow the Tsar.
Groups & events:
· Decembrist Revolt (1825) — early military uprising
· People’s Will (1879–1881) — assassinated Tsar Alexander II
· Early Marxists (from 1895 on) — factory workers, class struggle



Conservatives and radicals in political, philosophical and religious thought in Russia (1825–1905)

1. Russia’s Political System: Autocracy
From 1825 to 1905, Russia was an autocracy, meaning the Tsar had absolute political power. There was no parliament, no constitution, and no legal opposition.

	Tsar
	Dates
	Key Features

	Nicholas I (1825–1855)
	Begins after Decembrist Revolt
	Harsh repression, censorship, secret police

	Alexander II (1855–1881)
	“The Tsar Liberator”
	Freed the serfs (1861), then assassinated

	Alexander III (1881–1894)
	Reactionary / extremely conservative
	Anti-liberal, Russification, secret police

	Nicholas II (1894–1917)
	Tsar at time of The Seagull
	Weak leadership → leads to revolutions




Autocracy belief:
The Tsar rules “by the will of God.”
This belief fuels conservative forces and suppresses radical ideas.
 
2. The Russian Orthodox Church
· Controlled by the state since Peter the Great
· Promoted obedience, tradition, and loyalty to the Tsar
· Priests were required to report confessions that involved political dissent
Philosophical stance:
Religion reinforced political power. Faith = obedience.
 


3. Conservatives
 
These were defenders of the old system.
 
Who they were:
· Aristocracy (landowners like in The Seagull)
· High-ranking clergy
· Government officials
 
What they believed:
· The Tsar is God’s chosen ruler
· Social hierarchy is natural and moral
· Change leads to chaos (fear of French Revolution repeating)
 
Values:
· Tradition
· Stability
· National unity
 
They opposed:
· Freedom of speech
· Elections
· Social equality
 
4. Liberals (Moderates / Reformists)
· Came from the intelligentsia — doctors, lawyers, professors, writers
· Many were deeply influenced by Western European ideas
 
What they wanted:
· A constitution
· A parliament
· Basic civil rights (press, speech, assembly)
 
Belief:
“Change is necessary — but gradual and without bloodshed.”
 
They did not want to destroy the monarchy — they wanted to limit the Tsar’s power.
 
Connection to Chekhov:
Chekhov himself belonged to liberal intellectual circles.
 
5. Socialists (Populists and Socialist Revolutionaries)
 
Goal: improve peasants and workers’ lives
 
Two main groups:
1. Populists (Narodniks) — 1870s
· Believed peasants were the foundation of Russia’s future
· Tried to go “to the people” and convince peasants to revolt. Peasants rejected them, leading to disillusionment.
2. Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs)
· More radical
· Used terrorist tactics
· Supported peasant communes and redistribution of land
 
 
6. Revolutionaries (Radicals)
These were people ready to overthrow the Tsar, often by violence.
 
Important revolutionary moments:
· 1825 — Decembrist Revolt
First major attempt to limit Tsar power. It failed.
· 1879–1881 — People’s Will
A revolutionary group that assassinated Tsar Alexander II in 1881.
· 1895 onward — Early Marxists
· Focused on industrial workers
· Believed history was driven by class struggle (Karl Marx)

Radical ideology belief:
“If reform fails, revolution must happen.”
